Issue no. 9
30 May 2022

General News
BLING DAY
Report by Rofhiwa Muambadzi
The Potted Sports Committee would like to thank the school for
the success of Bling Day this year. It was a day filled with
laughter, music and memories. We are excited to announce we
have raised R19 230 for our charity, Home of Hope for Girls.
Thank you to all the reg classes – your tremendous efforts and
support brought the theme of literature to life. A huge
congratulations to Pleiades 1 and Ms Malcolm who stole the
show and won the competition with their theme, Nanny
MacPhee.

AFRICA DAY 2022
In honour of celebrating Africa Day, the
History Department hosted an emoji-design
competition. The designs were judged
based on their originality and relevance to
the theme of celebrating Africa. Thank you
to Ms Francis, Ms Mtshazo, Ms Rood and
Ms Steynberg for assisting in the judging. The whole school was
also given an opportunity to vote for their favourite design.
The winner was Fareedah Adewumi in Grade 11. Fareedah won
R400 and her design was printed onto pin badges which were given
to the whole school on Africa Day (25 May).
Fareedah Adewumi

CENTENARY LOGO COMPETITION
Thank you very much to the girls who entered the Centenary Logo Design Competition. We had a total
of ten entries, and each one was creative, unique and different. After much discussion, the decision
was made to send all ten logos to our graphic designer, as inspiration for the final logo design, which is
still be finalized. To thank these girls for their enthusiasm and creativeness, they have each received a
R100 voucher donated by Paperly, a beautiful and new
stationery shop in Tyrone Avenue, Parkview. The final
Centenary Logo will be unveiled at the official start of the
school’s centenary year, that being on Potted Sports Day, on
Friday, 2 September.

It is every learner’s responsibility to return their PA
Code Blue Raffle Forms, having sold a few tickets at
least. Thank you for your understanding and thank you
to the learners who have already returned their forms.

SCHOOL BLANKETS
Please note that learners are allowed to bring a blanket to school should they wish, as long as the
blankets are navy blue or black. The PA is selling blankets (available from the Finance Office as
advertised) but the learners can bring any blanket as long as it is navy blue or black.
SCHOOL TRACKSUITS
Please note that learners may wear tracksuits during the exam period. No learners should be wearing
tracksuits before the exam period (unless the maximum temperature drops below 14˚)

Please note that due to the exams starting, the next Newsletter will
be sent out on the last day of Term 2, Friday 24 June.

BLOOD DRIVE 13 MAY
Thank you to everyone who
donated. The SABS was
very impressed that we
made their target.

In photo: Tshegofatso Lemao,
Lwazi Mbatha, Keabetswe
Matloha, Bokang Makutoane,
Karabo Montshioagae,
Khanyisile Tyesi

SGB REPORT BACK
By Muhammad Choonara
The SGB held its most
recent monthly meeting on Tuesday, 17 May in the school hall. The monthly meetings are an important
mechanism for the SGB to receive, discuss and action reports provided by the various sub committees
in the school as well as the Principal’s report tabled by Mrs Megom.
During the last few months, our finance committee have been analysing and number crunching the
finances of the school. Some of these results have been sobering and have raised some very real
concerns in terms of long term sustainability and funding, to which we are applying our minds.
While we understand the impact of the financial crisis of 2018 and 2019 and more recently the Covid
19 pandemic, it is imperative for us as governors to ensure the financial stability and sustainability of
the school. During these unprecedented times, we have tried to keep fee increases minimal over the
last 2 years, but this has become unsustainable considering the rising costs we are experiencing.
We have done everything possible to absorb these costs but for the school to continue providing the
high standard of education and excellent opportunities for our girls, we will be looking seriously at
school fee collection and exploring additional avenues for income generation. These avenues include a) Investment in the school from companies,
b) assistance from old girls and anyone else who could make a difference in various ways
The SGB are open to suggestions on other means of raising funds and we can also provide any
donors with Section 18A tax exemption certificates, where possible.
To our parents who pay their fees in a timely manner, we would like to thank you as this ensures
smooth running of the school. Most parents are aware that we receive a subsidy from the GDE,
however this subsidy basically covers the costs of 15 learners; in a school with over 1000 learners, this
ratio is extremely low. Parktown Girls has over the years maintained high standards of teaching,
excellent extra mural activities and wonderful facilities. Should the current financial trends not be
looked at critically, we will have to cut costs and ultimately our learners will be the ones to be
negatively affected.

While the financial position of the school is stable in the short term, as governors it would be
irresponsible not to look at the medium to long term for ways to maintain a quality education offering.
Once again, the SGB would like to thank the parent community, especially the PA for their continuous
support in assisting with fundraising for the school. Every cent counts and your sterling work does not
go unnoticed.
On behalf of the SGB we would like to congratulate all our sports and cultural teams who have
achieved impressive results during this term. As we approach the mid-year exams, we’d like to wish
our girls all the best for their exams. With covid numbers on the increase again, please stay safe and
take all necessary precautions.
Sincerely
Parktown Girls SGB

ALLXS reps will be here on Wednesday, 1 June, at FIRST break to
assist learners with loading money on their ALLXS accounts using
cash and to handle any queries

PUNCTUALITY AND LATE ARRIVAL AT SCHOOL
We are pleading with parents/guardians to please ensure the
learners are on time for school. The school gates will be closed at
07:40 sharp. Please ensure that your daughter/ward arrives at
school on time as she is required to be in registration by 07:45.
If a learner arrives between 07:45 and 08:30, they need to sign in
with security at the main gate and if a learner arrives after 08:30,
they need to sign the late register in Office 11. Lateness will be
excused only in exceptional circumstances. We regret we cannot
excuse learners because of bus and taxi problems. It is a pre-condition of enrolment at the school that
parents/guardians will enable and ensure their daughter/ward's punctual arrival at school. When we
are aware of strikes, accidents or bad weather, we do make exceptions.
Learners who are late for school and miss a part of their lessons are hindering their own and their
classmates' progress. Teachers are not obliged to teach the missed work to learners who arrive late.
Please assist us in teaching the learners that being punctual in an important life-skill.

eWaste RECYCLING
Did you know?
1. Electronic waste, or eWaste makes up 70% of toxic waste that humans dispose of
2. In 2019, 53 million tons of eWaste was put into landfills internationally
3. Less than 18% of eWaste is disposed of sustainably
4. eWaste that is not recycled leads to a permanent loss of precious metals and minerals that
require immense amounts of energy to mine
5. eWaste is the fastest growing waste type in the world
The Parktown Girls IT Administration Provider CloudWays is working with a certified eWaste recycling
and disposal company to reduce the school’s eWaste.
We are now extending this service to the school community! Please send any old or non-functional
electronics to school, to be given to Mr. Witelson, after which they will be recycled or disposed of
properly.
Examples of eWaste are:
- Smartphones, cellphones,
headphones or other small
mobile devices
- Cables
- Household appliances such
as vacuum cleaners, toasters,
and microwaves
- Televisions, monitors,
speakers
- Small circuitry devices such
as calculators
It is the responsibility of all users of electronic devices to dispose of them in a manner that reduces the
damage that they cause to the environment.

Dates to Diarise
30/05
01/06
06/06
08/06
08/06
09/06
09/06
12/06
14/06
16/06
17/06
20/06
24/06

Grade 10 – 11 Exams start
ALLXS Reps here to assist girls at 1st break
Grade 12 exams start
PA Meeting
Uniform shop closes. Will open again in Term 3.
Grade 8 – 9 exams start
Health and Safety Meeting
Rockies Road Race
SGB Meeting
Youth Day
School Holiday
Old Parks Association Meeting
Term 2 Ends

Sport News
CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to the following hockey players who have gone through multiple rounds of trials and
have been selected for their respective Southern Gauteng Teams. We wish them luck for their
upcoming Inter-Provincial Tournament. Parktown is supporting you every step of the way.
Southern Gauteng U18 C
Southern Gauteng U16 B
Southern Gauteng U16C
Southern Gauteng U16 D
Southern Gauteng U14 B
Southern Gauteng U14 D

Sandra Dube
Onwaba Santi and Samika Sukhnandan
Khumo Sentsho
Rachel Zwane
Keisha Haskins
Tamryn Smith

Back row: Khumo Sentsho, Samika
Sukhnandan, Sandra Dube, Tamryn
Smith. Front row: Rachel Zwane,
Keisha Haskins, Onwaba Santi

Congratulations to Jasmin Vermeulen who was selected for
the Gauteng Athletics Team and competed in the Athletics
South Africa Relays and Combined Events in Sasolburg in
April. Well done to her team who placed 3rd overall and did
extremely well.
Jasmin Vermeulen

CROSS COUNTRY
We are very proud of the fact that Parktown Girls has more runners entered into the Cross Country
Schools’ league than any other school. Our runners have worked hard and done extremely well this
season. Over the past 2 weeks, St Stithians and Delta Park hosted meetings that closed off the 2022
season. The top teams and individuals have been announced to go through to Inter-districts. Well
done and good luck to the following runners who have been selected to go through and compete on
Friday, 27 May, and Monday, 30 May, for the team and individual events, respectively. Parktown is
behind you every step of the way.
Through to Inter-Districts
Senior A Team
(Placed 2nd overall in district league)

Junior A Team
(Placed 3rd overall in district league)

Senior Individual Event

Junior Individual Event

Rachael Steven
Leah Cornell
Jasmin Vermeulen
Bertina Sibanda
Rofhiwa Muambadzi
Meenal Hari
Jade Freeman
Phethego Mello
Lehlogonolo Ramoshaba
Zinathi Kema
Enreth Daniel
Naomi May
Leah Cornell
Rachael Steven
Jasmin Vermeulen
Jade Freeman
Pthethego Mello
Lehlogonolo Ramashaba
Zinathi Kema

A big thank you to Mrs Hayter, Coach Michelle Mee, Mr McArthur, and the team of teachers that make
Cross Country at Parktown possible. Thank you to the staff and parents who assist with the weekly
time trial on Tuesdays. All of this has built a wonderful encouraging environment for our learners to
grow in sport.

Last Cross Country meeting at St Stithian’s College

HOCKEY
This term has been extremely busy for the hockey players with matches
every week and over many weekends. Our teams have played against
Brescia House, St Mary’s, Helpmekaar, Heronbridge, Greenside, and St
Stithians over the past two weeks. Well done to all the teams for their
hard work; every player has grown and developed their skills.
Our U16 A Team participated in the SPAR Tournament on Sunday, 15
May, hosted at Fourways High School. The team did extremely well
placing 3rd overall. Well done to Khumo Sentsho and Jessica Knox for
receiving special mentions and winning prizes.
Khumo Sentsho (left) and Jessica Knox

Parktown U16 A Team at the SPAR Tournament

NETBALL
Netball has been extremely busy and
has now come to an end with the last
few matches against Waterstone
College, Crawford Lonehill, and
Bryanston High School. Well done to all
the players for their hard work and
determination throughout the season.
Congratulations to the First Team who
managed to win all but two league
games, which were narrowly lost.
A huge thank you to Mrs Nkosi and her
team of staff and coaches who have made
this Netball season possible. The time and
effort is greatly appreciated. Netball will
start again in Term 3 with skills sessions
and the Fast 5’s league. More information
will be made available at the start of next
term.

ROCKIES RUN
We are very excited to be partnering with Rockies Running Club again this year. Parktown Girls is
assisting with the 5km Fun Run of the Gerald Fox Memorial Race which is taking place on 12 June.
The start of the race is at the Zoo Lake Sports Club and the finish line is in the Johannesburg Zoo.
We are assisting with marshals along the 5km route and the race pack collection. Due to the race
taking place during exams, we, unfortunately, have not had very many learners volunteer to assist. If
any parents are willing to assist please let Mrs McCreesh know, the assistance would be greatly
appreciated. Parktown will receive a portion of the profits made on the race which will go towards the
school sports programme. The funds that we have fundraised through the Rockies Run and the
Parktown Night Run have given us the freedom to buy extra sports equipment and pay for extra
coaching.
Please email Mrs McCreesh for
further details and/or to offer
your assistance.
mccreesh@parktowngirls.co.za

Parktown is partnering up with
Rockies for their 21.1km, 10km
and 5km Fun Run!
www.geraldfoxrace.co.za

Service Activities
COMMUNITY SERVICE
Crocodile River Reserve nature walk:
Parktown staff and learners were given a unique opportunity to
join a guided Nature walk at Crocodile River Reserve on
Saturday, 30 April. The Reserve has a diversity of habitats,
including grassland and mountain bushveld. The diversity
allows for threatened species to have a safe system in which to
thrive and survive. The walk gave us a chance to get out into
nature and to discover a world of remarkable fauna and flora in
a rare and beautiful landscape. We photographed plants,
animals and
insects which
have been
entered into the
iNaturalist City
Nature
Challenge.

PRA NEON NIGHT RUN
On Saturday, 7 May, a group of enthusiastic Parktown learners volunteered at the Neon Night Run at
Parkview Golf Course. Our
learners helped with setting
up, registration and
marshalling. They were
complimented on their
friendliness and willingness to
always assist with a smile.
The run was hosted by the
Parkview Residents
Association and was a fun
way to bring the community
together. At the end of the run
Parkview residents of all ages
(including pets), enjoyed a
picnic on the golf course
under the stars!
Husna Gouse (left) and Maseeha
Khan

A letter of thanks…

Uniform Shop
A reminder that the Uniform Shop will
close from 8 June and will reopen in
Term 3.

Reminders of the following:

Parents’ Association News

There is still time to join the fun and solve the mystery. Who do you think the attacker is? Could it be
the librarian or maybe the music teacher? Come to the gym every first break, second break and after
school this week to solve the mystery. Its great fun!
Thank you to all the learners who have already played detective and solved the mystery. To the Code
Blue Team, Ravin, Neelie, Leeda, Yasmin and Waheeda, you are super sleuths indeed. Thanks for the
brilliant organisation and a fun event.

THE SCHOOL ACCEPTS OUTSIDE ADVERTISEMENTS. WE ARE UNABLE TO TAKE
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE NATURE AND QUALITY OF THE SERVICES OFFERED

