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General News
SPONSORS OF BRAVE
Last year our girls rose to the
Mzanzi Be Brave Dance
Challenge and danced their
hearts out for their entry
video. Although we did not
win the main prize money,
our school has since been
presented with a cheque for
R20 000 as main sponsor,
Adcock Ingram OTC, and
their MD, decided that our
girls showed incredible
enthusiasm, courage and
spirit. This cheque was handed over to our Headmistress, Mrs Tracey Megom, by Adcock Ingram
OTC, represented by Nicole Capper. We are so proud of each and every girl in our school. Proudly
Parktown. Click this link to watch the insert which aired this morning: https://youtu.be/s2N0_Zc8I4Q
LEAVING SCHOOL EARLY DUE TO ILLNESS PROCEDURE
1. The learner (or a friend if the learner is unable to do this herself) must collect a pink slip from
their House Head (not Reception), which the House Head must sign (if they are happy for the
learner to go to the sickroom/home).
2. The learner’s current teacher and the learner must then sign (confirming that no tests are being
missed or arrangements are made for tests missed).
3. The learner must write their parents’/guardians cell phone number on the back of the pink slip,
before handing it in at the Reception Office.
4. The learner must place the slip on the counter in Reception and then wait outside Reception.
5. Mrs Thomas will call the parents/guardians (if required) and the learner will wait in the recovery
room.
6. A learner may only spend one lesson in the recovery room.
WINTER UNIFORM
We are in a Winter uniform change-over phase at present. Learners may choose to wear full Summer
or full Winter uniform (not a combination) and no tracksuits. We will change over into Winter uniform
(for everyone) as from Tuesday, 3 May. Tracksuits may ONLY be worn if the maximum temperature is
14˚ or below.

Dates to Diarise
19/04
22/04
27/04
27/04
01/05
02/05
04-06/05

SGB Meeting
School Photos
Freedom Day (Public Holiday)
Formies Day (Grade 8) and Grade 9 Picnic (Old Parks)
Workers’ Day (Public Holiday)
Public Holiday
Major Production

REMINDER:
The school Uniform Shop operates on a bank card
(debit/cheque/credit card), ALLXS card and cash basis.
No EFT as allowed.

Article by Mr Witelson
Mathematics and Information Technology Department
Natural Sciences Department Conspirator
As we return from the holidays we notice the effect that
the absence of people, as well as the high rainfall, has
had on the school’s grounds. Grass has begun to
reclaim the corner-cutter’s favoured pathway and the
moss growing in the cracks of tar has turned lush
without it’s usual automotive regulator.
Perceptive learners (who are therefore lucky learners)
may even have noticed the golden shimmer of an orb
weaver’s web as it sifts flies and bees from the wind.
Look closely, though not all that closely at all, and one
might spot Trichonephila senegalensis, also known as
the Banded-legged golden orb-web spider. These
terrific arachnids feature silvery oblate markings typical
of the species along their abdomen. Viewed from
above, their abdomen hides their pedicel which gives
the appearance of hunched shoulders. They are called
“orb-web” spiders because their web is generally
circular with spiralling viscid lines. The support lines are
thick and stretchy, and this allows them to use the same
web for a long time, only replacing the viscid lines when
necessary. The pictured specimen is a female. While
males may be present in the web, they are many times
smaller than the females and thus difficult to spot. They are so named for the bands on their four front
legs, though our matriarch is missing a leg. It is to be noted that this is concurrent with the rise in price
of petrol which now costs an arm and a leg, though I cannot say with certainty that these two
phenomena are connected. Investigations will continue.

While T. senegalensis enjoys distribution across much of South Africa (high density in the NorthEastern part of the country, with lower distribution as we travel to the South-Western winter rainfall
areas) it is unusual for them to be sighted on the school grounds and so we are fortunate to welcome
them to the property. There are two dominant nests within 20 meters of one another which bodes well
for arachnoid romance. They live for approximately a year, and perhaps they will become a mainstay.
In very separate news, the Adenium multiflorum gifted to the school by Pleiades 2 and Hesperides 3 in
2021 will be putting on a spectacular show of flowers over the next three-or-so weeks. If you would like
to see it, you can look at the patch below the windows of the Consumer Studies lab.
The hope continues that the grounds of Parktown will grow to be a biodiversity hotspot and that it
comes to manifest the fine floral and faunal propensity of the region and of our beautiful country.

Cultural News

I AM WOMAN
This year's Major Production, is a unique
and exciting show which has been devised
by the cast and director. It is a thrilling mix
of monologues, scenes, poems and plenty
of sass. For a unique theatre experience,
join us for I AM WOMAN. 4-6 May. Open
to all at a cost of R20. Tickets available
from the Finance Office or at the door.

Sport News
Apologies for not adding the following name to the
list of achievers in the last newsletter:
Congratulations to Jessica Klaaren who received
Half Colours for Swimming at the end of Term 1
2022.

DISTRICT NETBALL TRIALS
Congratulations to the following Netball players who have made it through to the third round of
Gauteng Netball trials. They have done extremely well and we wish them lots of luck for the last
stretch.
U17 Section
U16 Section
U15 Section

Daniella Monyepao
Emma Botha
Andisiwe Ndema
Akhona Nosenga
Entle Nyathi
Mushishikwe
Mamphiswana

From left: Emma Botha, Daniella Monyepao,
Mushishikwe Mamphiswana, Entle Nyathi, Akhona
Nosenga, Andisiwe Ndema

DISTRICT HOCKEY TRIALS
District Hockey trials took place on 6 and 7 April 2022. Mrs McCreesh and Mrs Pautz are in charge of
District 10 Hockey which meant that a lot of planning and work went into the 2 days beforehand. Well
done to all the players that were selected to attend trials; there is very tough competition but hopefully,
all learned something from the experience. Congratulations to the following Parktown players that were
selected for their respective District 10 Teams.
District 10 U18 A-Team
District 10 U18 B Team

District 10 U16 A-Team
District 10 U16 B Team
District 10 U16 C Team
District 10 U14 B Team

Sandra Dube
Kate Gordon
Ashleigh Brownbill
Grace Osborn
Onwaba Santi
Samika Sukhnandan
Khumo Sentsho
Rachel Zwane
Keisha Haskins
Tamryn Smith

Back row from left: Samika Sukhnandan, Ashleigh Brownbill, Kate Gorgon, Grace Osborn, Sandra Dube
Front row from left: Khumo Sentsho, Onwaba Santi, Rachel Zwane, Keisha Haskins, Tamryn Smith

Congratulations to Ashlyn Hayter and Cyd Paton-Levin who represented their respective diving
clubs at the CGA Champs over the holidays. Both divers have been selected for the Central
Gauteng Youth Games Aquatics Team. They will compete at the South African National Aquatics
Championships in Durban in April 2022. Good Luck to both divers, Parktown is behind you all the
way.
Erin Hurly and Leah Cornell
participated as part of the South
African troupe in the 50th Irish
Dancing World Championship held in
Belfast, Northern Ireland, earlier in
April. They did exceptionally well and
became the first South African Team
to be crowned World Champions.
Well done girls; we are incredibly
proud of you and your team.

Congratulations to Grace Osborn and her team for winning the National U16 Baseball
Tournament in Cape Town over the holidays.
TERM 2 SPORT
We are excited that with the start of Term 2, the Cross Country, Hockey, and Netball seasons officially
begin. All fixtures can be found on the D6 Communicator on the calendar. Please note that dates are
subject to change for various reasons, the D6 Communicator will be updated as soon as possible.
Players must please check their relative sports boards regularly for further details and changes.
HOCKEY
The Parktown Hockey 2nd Team participated in the Eldoraigne 2nd Team Hockey Festival over the
school holidays. The team boarded the bus on Friday, 25 March, and headed to Pretoria for 3 days of
intense hockey. The festival was very well run and the players were able to bond as a team, practice
their individual skills as well as their team structure.
The opposition at the festival was very
tough which gave them great practice for
the season ahead.
A huge thank you to Mrs Pautz, Ms Rood
and Coach Eleni for giving up part of their
holidays to take the team on such a fun
trip. Thank you to the sponsors who
assisted in making it possible for all
players to attend the tour. School tours
are where the best memories and good
friendships are made, we are so glad that
the team had this opportunity to benefit
from this event.

NETBALL
On Thursday, 7 April, we hosted Riebeckrand Hoërskool for the first league match of the season. The
matches were tough but definitely got our players out of holiday mode and back into the swing of
things. Well done to all the players and a special mention to the Parktown 2 nd Team who played a very
intense match and did not give up until the final whistle. We look forward to the next round of matches
and watching our players grow stronger with every match.
Parktown 1st Team
Parktown 2nd Team
Parktown U17 Team
Parktown U16 A Team
Parktown U16 B Team
Parktown U15 A Team
Parktown U15 B Team
Parktown U14 A Team
Parktown U14 B Team

ST MARY’S U16
NETBALL FESTIVAL
The Parktown U16 A
Team delayed their
holidays by a few days
and participated in the St
Mary’s U16 Netball
Festival. This was a great
way for our team to
prepare for the upcoming
season and play against
some tough schools. The
team did exceptionally
well, achieving the best
results Parktown has ever
achieved at this festival.

Won 21 – 12
Lost 10 – 19
Lost 11 – 12
Lost 8 – 19
Lost 4 – 24
Lost 8 – 22
Lost 5 – 23
Lost 4 – 21
Lost 11 – 14

Pool Matches at the St Mary’s U16 Netball Festival
Parktown U16 A Team vs Kingsmead U16 A
Parktown U16 A Team vs St Mary’s U16 A
Parktown U16 A Team vs St Andrew’s U16 A
Parktown U16 A Team vs St Dunstan’s U16 A
Parktown U16 A Team vs Kings School Linbro Park

Lost 8 – 9
Won 6 – 5
Won 6 – 3
Won 7 – 1
Won 8 – 4

The above results placed
our team 2nd in their pool.
Their first cross pool
match was narrowly lost
to Brescia House 10 – 12.
They then went on to play
against Kingsmead again
and they won 8 – 6. This
placed Parktown 5th
overall.
Very well done to our U16
Team for such a fantastic
result. We look forward to
a strong season ahead.

ST ANDREW’S 1st TEAM NETBALL FESTIVAL
The Parktown Netball 1st Team participated in the annual St Andrew’s Netball Festival from Thursday,
7 April, to Sunday, 10 April 2022. This festival has grown immensely and caters to some of the top
Netball schools in the country. With 32 schools participating it proved to be an exciting and tough
challenge. Our team did extremely well placing 4th overall in their pool out of 9 schools, which took
them through to the Plate section.
St Andrew’s Netball Festival Pool Matches
Parktown 1st Team vs Somerset
Parktown 1st Team vs St Dominic’s
Parktown 1st Team vs St Mary’s DSG
Parktown 1st Team vs Durban Girls College

Won 21 – 8
Drew 17 – 17
Won 16 - 10
Lost 14 – 13

Parktown 1st Team vs St Mary’s Waverly

Won 16 – 11

st

Parktown 1 Team vs Redhill
Parktown 1st Team vs St Teresa’s

Lost 18 – 16
Lost 13 – 14

Due to the rainy weather over the weekend, the weekend
matches were played at the Edenvale Indoor Arena, which
took some adjusting to.

St Andrew’s Netball Festival Plate Section (9th – 18th place)
Parktown 1st Team vs Uplands College
Won 22 – 12
Parktown 1st Team vs Wykeham Collegiate
Won 18 – 8
st
Parktown 1 Team vs Roedean School
Lost 14 – 16
st
Parktown 1 Team vs St Stithian’s
Lost 11 – 21
Parktown 1st Team vs Kingswood College
Lost 16 – 22
st
Parktown 1 Team vs Fourways High School
Lost 12 – 21

The team placed 14th overall out of 32 schools,
this being 2 places higher than we placed in
2019 which was the last time the festival took
place. Well done to our First Team for their hard
work, fighting spirit and a fantastic result.

SUPER SPORT SCHOOLS
It is with great excitement that we announce our new partnership with Super Sport Schools. Parktown
High School for Girls has been selected to receive a sponsorship of two live-streaming cameras. We
are extremely excited to have been chosen for this fantastic opportunity.
During the Winter Sport season, one camera will be based at the Netball courts and one camera will
be based at the Hockey astroturf. These will then be moved to the main grass field (to capture Soccer,
Touch Rugby, and Softball fixtures) and to the pool (to capture swimming, diving, and water polo
fixtures), during the Summer season.
Matches will be live-streamed which can be watched via the Super Sport Schools App. We encourage
the school community to download this app and support us.
Coaches will be able to use the footage to analyse matches and do video sessions with their teams.
Family members will be able to watch the matches remotely. Parktown players will be able to create
personal sports profiles where they can create short video clips of themselves, which could open
opportunities at tertiary institutions that offer sports scholarships.
The Super Sport Schools launch video is on the D6 Communicator – Resources – Sport. Parktown has
been featured in it.
We are extremely excited for the positive change that this will bring to Parktown Sport and are
extremely grateful to Super Sport Schools, Nashua, and Multichoice for choosing Parktown High
School for Girls, as one of their schools.

CENTENARY RECIPE BOOK

Centenary Logo Competition
Thank you to those girls who have already
submitted their designs!

Parents’ Association News
Thank you to our amazing girls and
parents who bought our luxurious warm blankets. We are
sold out now, but new blankets have been ordered and will be
ready in time for the next winter chill. Why not buy a
blanket for mum, gran or baby sister to cuddle with? Maybe
one for dad and grandad too! Orders can be placed with Mrs
Law in Finance office.
Our Egg Hunt was ‘eggstra special “. The terraces were transformed into a beautiful Easter
Garden. Our girls had loads of fun. Parkview Senior joined us this year and had the most amazing
time hunting for eggs.
Thank you to everyone who made this event “eggstra special” but especially to Cheryl, Waheeda,
Lizelle and the Community Service Girls who created deco, sold tickets and made this event the
spectacular success that it was. We are very lucky to have such passionate parents and learners.

MySchool CARD CHALLENGE
Can Parktown High School for Girls beat last year’s swipes and WIN?
In this year's MySchool challenge, we'll compare Parktown's
total number of swipes from April 2021, against the total
number of swipes we receive in April 2022.
10 SCHOOLS with the highest percentage growth in swipes will
win their share of R230 000 CASH!
Each swipe is an entry. The more you swipe your MySchool or
linked Woolies card, at any of our partners, the closer Parktown
(and you) will get to win. Supporters will also be able to win
their own share of R200 000 CASH.
Competition dates: 1-30 April 2022
Please get swiping. Thank you for your ongoing support!

THE SCHOOL ACCEPTS OUTSIDE ADVERTISEMENTS. WE ARE UNABLE TO TAKE
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE NATURE AND QUALITY OF THE SERVICES OFFERED

