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General News
AWARDS ASSEMBLY
Congratulations to the following girls who were awarded colours this morning at our Awards Assembly:
Tennis:
New award of Half Colours: Imaan Haffejee
Erin Hurly
Diving:
New award of Half Colour: Rebekah Mandelbaum
Ashlyn Hayter
New award of Full Colours: Cyd Paton-Levin
Swimming:
New award of Half colours: Rachael Steven
Mila Rossouw
Amber Kelly
Re-award Half colours:
Leeya Kernick
New award Full Colours:
Isabella Reynolds
Jasmine Vermeulen
Squash:
New awards Half-colours: Kerrin Comodikes

OPEN DAY
Open Day was held on Saturday, 12 March. This is a very special day where visitors are taken on a
guided tour of the school by the RCL. The Grade 7s (and a few Grade 6, 9 and 10s) were eager to find
out more about Parktown and their feedback was very positive. A very big thank you to all staff that
assisted on the day, the PA who sold refreshments, our fabulous RCL (star tour guides!) for
conducting tours throughout the morning and to our sports, cultural and service girls, for all their
energetic performances and hard work. You all showcased
our school as the place of excellence it is and we are
proud of you all.
HAPPY HOLIDAYS
We wish all our learners, staff and their families a restful
holiday. Stay safe and come back refreshed for Term 2.

Dates to Diarise
17/03
17/03
05/04
06/04
07/04
08-09/04
13/04
15/04
18/04
19/04
27/04

Grade 8 – 12 Reports emailed
Term 1 ends
Term 2 starts
ALLXS Reps at school to assist learners
Parents’ Evening
Traditional Dance Camp
PA Meeting
Good Friday
Family Day
SGB Meeting
Freedom Day

ALLXS reps will be at school on Wednesday, 6 April, at both breaks,
to assist learners with loading money on their ALLXS accounts using
cash and to handle any queries.

SCHOOL PHONE LINES
Our school phone lines were struck during a terrible lightning storm. This is not an easy problem to fix
and we apologize for any inconvenience caused. The phones are working again, but should this
happen again, please contact the school via email: postmaster@parktowngirls.co.za

Cultural News
PUBLIC SPEAKING NEWS: TERM 1
Report by Teacher in charge, Ms Lamberti
We have had a busy and exciting start to
the year with an average of 60 learners
attending public speaking each week! We
also had nine teams of four participating in
the Gauteng High Schools Public
Speaking Festival, where each team had
to present a 15-minute speech. Our
Matrics did particularly well in the
competitive section, with our First Team
achieving an A+ in both the Group (Ilham
Acoob, Atiyyah Ballim, Bianca Lachman)
and Individual (Lauren Lachman)
categories.
What a great start to the year!
In photo from left: Lauren Lachman, Ilham Acoob, Atiyyah Ballim and Bianca Lachman

TRADITIONAL DANCE
Report by Traditional Dance Captain, Ketlotlegile Makhene
Traditional dance was extremely excited to have a large number of girls at auditions for this intense
activity in the beginning of the term. Each new member was excited and ready to learn new dances
and also learn more about the different elements of traditional dance. The girls were placed under
pressure with having limited time to learn new dances each week for different performances. We were
very fortunate to perform at the school’s Fun Day and Open Day and each lady performed to their best
ability. On 10 March, 6 girls from the team were given the opportunity to compete at the National
Eisteddfod. The girls performed excellently and made their team proud. We are waiting to receive
notice of whether the team has qualified for the next round. Congratulations to each traditional dance
girl on a fantastic term.

Sports News
Congratulations to Grace Osborn who has been selected for the Gauteng U16 Baseball Team and
who will compete at the National Inter-Provincial Tournament in Cape Town from 27 – 31 March 2022.
Good Luck Grace!
Congratulations to the following players who have made it through the first round of District 10 Netball
trials. Good luck for the next few rounds ladies, we are supporting you all the way.
U18 District 10
Trials
U16 District 10
Trials

Daniella Monyepao
Emma Botha
Andisiwe Ndema

U15 District 10
Trials

Mushishikwe
Mamphiswana
Entle Nyathi
Akhona Nosenga
Jannah Hoosain

DIVING
On Monday 7 March, our Divers left school at 06:00 for an early warm-up session at St Dominic’s in
Boksburg, who were hosting Inter-high Diving 2022. Our Divers have been preparing for this the entire
term and did extremely well on the day. Our 6 top divers participated in the Inter-high A section and
some of our promising divers took part in the Inter-high B section. It is a tradition that the beginners
come through and support on the day, which made for good cheering and spirit.

U18 Diving Section
U16 Diving Section
U15 Diving Section

Ashlyn Hayter placed 6th out of 16
Rebekah Mandelbaum placed 13th out of 16
Cyd Paton-Levin placed 5th out of 16
Chloe Akar placed 11th out of 16
Namusi Mamanyuha placed 9th out of 15
Sarah Field placed 13th out of 15

CANOEING
A huge thank you to all who supported our Canoeing Spur Evening on Thursday, 24 February. The
paddlers are fundraising to buy some additional equipment, such as life jackets and boats. A total of
R4824,46 was raised on the evening. Well done to the paddlers who took part.
Three of our paddlers competed in the league race on Saturday, 12 March. They did very well,
considering they have not raced in a very long time. Thank you to Miss Engelbrecht for accompanying
the paddlers.
Aafiah Sader

Nina Freeman

Sarah Field

3rd in the U18 1000m race
3rd in the U18 500m race
3rd in the U18 200m race
4th in the U18 1000m race
4th in the U18 500m race
4th in the U18 200m race
4th in the U16 1000m race
4th in the U16 500m race
3rd in the U16 200m race

Nina Freeman, Sarah Field, and Aafiah Sader

HOCKEY
The Hockey pre-season has had a good start to the year, considering there was a lot of work to be
done to catch up with what has been lost over the past 2 years. Teams have been finalised and
coaches are starting to work with their teams to get ready for the upcoming season.
The U14 A-Team participated in the Krugersdorp Best of the West Festival on Saturday, 26 February.
For many of the players, this was the first time playing in a match, and this was the first time the team
had played together. It was a bumpy start but lots was learned throughout the day and the team now
have a base to work from. Well done to all the players for their hard work and great spirit through the
festival.
Parktown U14 A vs Kempton Park U14 A
Parktown U14 A vs Kingsmead U14 A
Parktown U14 A vs Heronbridge Junior Team
Parktown U14 A vs Krugersdorp U14 A

Lost 0 – 3
Drew 1 – 1
Drew 1 – 1
Won 3 – 1

Parktown U14 A Hockey Team at
Krugersdorp

Parktown U14 A Hockey Team
during a half-time team talk

The Parktown Hockey 1st Team also participated in the Krugersdorp Best of the West Festival one
week later on Saturday 5 March 2022. This new squad
is starting to gel well together and are finding a good
rhythm ahead of their season.
Parktown 1st Team vs Curro Aurora

Drew 0 –
0

Parktown 1st Team vs Kempton Park

Won 1 – 0

Parktown 1st Team vs Edenvale High
School

Lost 0 – 2

Parktown 1st Team vs Bryanston High
School

Won 3 – 0

On Friday, 11 March, the U16 A-Team and the First Team had a Hockey Clinic to assist in the
preparation and team bonding for their season that will be starting in Term 2. The day started off with a
training session early in the morning before school. Straight after the school day, the girls had a talk
from a Biokineticist Eloise Warren, who spoke to the players about how to prevent injuries. The players
then had another training session before we hosted Northcliff for a match. Northcliff is always a tough
opponent which is exactly what we needed to iron out any wrinkles before the season.
The U16 A-Team, unfortunately, lost their match again Northcliff 0-6, but they learned some valuable
lessons and now know exactly what they
need to work on. The First Team won their
match 2-0 in a very exciting match with the
crowd cheering from start to finish. The
parents and players enjoyed a braai together
in the evening to get to know each other.
Thank you to Mrs. Pautz for all the
organisation.

TENNIS
On Monday, 28 February, the Parktown Boys Tennis team came through for a fun afternoon of
doubles matches. The boys and girls played mixed doubles through the afternoon and enjoyed good
spirit and laughter to end off their 2022 competitive season.
Inter-high A Tennis was rescheduled to Saturday, 5 March, due to the initial date being rained out. The
new date did mean we were able to be one of the host venues, as we normally are. The team did
extremely well, placing higher than we have done in over 10 years. They placed 3rd after the morning
session at Parktown, which then took them through to St Andrew’s where they played against the other
schools that placed 3rd and 4th at their respective morning venues. Overall, they placed 12th out of 26
schools. Well done to the Tennis players and thank you to Miss Gibbons for guiding them through the
day.
Thank you to the First Aiders and the
Hospitality girls who assisted us
through the day in making sure all
injuries were cared for and our
guests were well fed.
From Left: Mrs McCreesh, Erin Hurly, Ms
Gibbons and Diyaanah Essay

Left: Mika Horne and Hrishita Bhatt

INTER-HOUSE TENNIS
On Saturday, 12 March, during Open Day,
we hosted Inter-House Tennis. A day full of
colour, fun, and lots of laughter. Well done to
all the players who participated. It must be a
first in Parktown history to have so many
houses ending on a tie. Congratulations to
Pleiades who took the number 1 spot overall.

Junior Inter-House Tennis
1st Place
Pleiades &
Dryads
3rd Place
Oreads
4th Place
Hesperides
5th Place
Nereids
6th Place
Alseids

Senior Inter-House Tennis
1st Place

Pleiades &
Oreads &
Hesperides

4th Place

Dryads

5th Place

Alseids

6th Place

Nereids
Overall Placings

NETBALL
On Saturday, 5 March, some of our Netball teams
participated in the Krugersdorp Best of the West
Festival. This pre-season festival has been a great way
to get the players into a competitive spirit ahead of the
2022 season. Well done to all the players who
participated.
Parktown U14 A-Team

Parktown U15 A-Team

Parktown First Team

Vs Florida B Won 7 – 3
Vs Waterstone Lost 3 – 7
Vs St Peter’s lost 2 – 6
Vs Edenvale Won 8 – 2
Vs St Andrew’s lost 2 – 6
Vs Waterstone lost 1 – 15
Vs Edenvale won 15 – 7
Vs St Peter’s Won 4 – 3
Vs Rosina won 10 – 3
Vs Florida A Won 12 – 0
Vs Edenvale U17 won 28 – 8
Vs Florida won 21 – 14
Vs St Andrew’s won 23 – 16
Vs Pretoria West won 16 – 2

1st Place

Pleiades

2nd Place

Oreads

3rd Place

Dryads

4th Place

Hesperides

5th Place

Nereids

6th Place

Alseids

SWIMMING
Our swimming team had one last day of preparation in the Wits 50m pool to prepare for Inter-high and
enjoyed a talk from, Old Girl, Ms Cachalia who explained how to activate their core muscles before
training and competition for optimum performance. Thank you to Ms Cachalia for giving of her time and
knowledge to your old school. It is greatly appreciated.

Swimmers at the Wits 50m pool

On Tuesday, 8 March, our team left bright and early for the Delville Swimming Complex where St
Dominic’s hosted the Premier League Inter-High Swimming Gala 2022. The top 10 swimming schools
in Gauteng compete for the top spot. We had some support from the stands with 30 Grade 8’s and 20
RCL cheering their lungs out, singing various war cries all morning.
Our swimming team swam their hearts out and completely exceeded our expectations. We placed 9th
overall which means we will stay in the Premier League. We are extremely proud of all the swimmers
for their fantastic swimming season and look forward to climbing the ladder in the Premier League. We
are very proud to say that we placed as the top government school in Gauteng.

SQUASH
Our Squash season has come to an end. Our team did very well and had a blast being back on
the court. We, unfortunately, lost our matches against Helpmekaar on Friday, 4 March, but we
ended on a high with a great win against St Mary’s for our last league match on Friday, 11 March.
Well done to all the Squash players, especially those that are working their way up into the team.
Squash will continue into Term 2 with practice, but there won’t be any matches until the end of
term 3. Thank you to Mrs Patel, Mrs Smith, and Coach Ray for all their energy and effort to make
Squash possible at Parktown.
The beginner
Squash players
with Coach Ray
Dlamini

TOUCH RUGBY
We are extremely proud of all our Touch Rugby Teams on a fantastic season. 5 out of our 7 teams
made it through to the league finals which took place on Saturday, 12 March, at St Declan’s School.
The First Team and U17 Team won their matches against the top school from the Eastern Gauteng
League. This is a fantastic achievement and a great way to end the season. A special mention must go
to the First Team who were undefeated over the entire season.
Parktown Touch Rugby 1st Team

Congratulations to Alexis Tokarsky-Jennings
who was awarded the Most Valuable Player
in the U15 age group. Thanks, must go to
Mrs Wilson and her team of managers and
coaches who have done their utmost to
ensure the season is a success.

Parktown Touch
Rugby 3rd Team

Parktown
Touch Rugby
U14 Team

Parktown
Touch Rugby
U15 Team

Alexis Tokarsky-Jennings with her MVP trophy

WATER POLO
To end off the Water Polo season our First
Team took part in Reef Cup which was
hosted at St Stithians College and our
Junior Team took part in the Steyn
City Water Polo Tournament. There
was tough competition all round but
our players had good fun and played
their hearts out.
Our First Team placed 14th overall and
our Junior Team placed 6th overall. So
well done to all the players on a
fantastic, busy season. Thank you to
Miss Malcolm, Miss Doust, Coach Alex
and Coach Ané for all their energy and
hard work.
Parktown Water Polo First Team at Reef
Cup

Parktown Water Polo Junior Team at
Steyn City

Service News
VALENTINE’S TEA
Report by Teacher in Charge of Community
Service, Ms Govender
Our Community Service learners celebrated
Valentine’s Day with the residents of Rose
Retirement Village on Saturday, 12 February. A
morning that started with a delicious tea and a
programme of romantic poetry and classic love songs turned into an
afternoon of shared stories, interesting conversations, and a line
dancing lesson from one of
the residents. Thank you to
all learners and parents who
contributed to making our
Valentine’s tea a success.

RISE AGAINST HUNGER NOW PACKAGING EVENT
Report by Teacher in Charge of Community Service, Ms Govender
On Friday, 25 February, a Rise against Hunger packaging event was held at Parktown High School for
Girls. Thank you to all volunteers who joined this fun and exciting service initiative. We reached our
target of packing 20 000 meals! The meals were distributed to 7 regions around Gauteng to families in
desperate need of food. We look forward to partnering with Rise against Hunger to facilitate more
packaging events during the year.

MATRIC DANCE – SAVE THE DATE
Please note:
Payment must be made by
5 April. When doing an EFT please clearly state
‘Matric Dance’ & the learners ‘name & surname’.

CENTENARY RECIPE BOOK

Centenary Logo Competition
Thank you to those girls who have
already submitted their designs!

Parents’ Association News

The First term is always a busy term for the PA.
We began the year by welcoming new parents on the first day of school, making certain that the
butterflies were kept at bay.
We then sold pizzas and snacks for our new grade 8’s at the induction evening.
Fun Day was a great success and we all had fun, especially those who
participated in our first ever Rainbow Run! For many of our learners and
parents this was their first Fun Day and even the rain could not dampen their
enthusiasm.
We were able to host Social this year,
which was awesome, as getting back into a
new norm is quite a thing. Once again, the
event was sold-out and the parents who
volunteered on the night were incredible!
They worked the extra-long hours ensuring
the event ran smoothly and everyone was
safe.
To end off a busy yet spectacular first term we sold snacks and
Prego rolls for potential new parents showcasing our fundraising initiatives on Open Day. What a term!
Our volunteers work tirelessly with a smile and lots of passion which truly embody the spirit of
Parktown High School for Girls. Without them none of our events would have been a success. A very
special and heartfelt thank you to all our parents for helping the PA
raise R165 000 this term.
We look forward to another spectacular 2nd term and keep your eye
on this space for exciting new fund-raising events.

Thank you to the PA
Thank you to Kumarie Lachman and her team for organising and coordinating the
many PA events this term; Fun Day, Social and Open Day in particular. An
incredible amount of work has gone into these events and a lot of money has been
raised for the school. Thank you to Mrs Davidson who has been the school liaison
for all these events and also thanks to all the parents/guardians and learners who
have supported the various events. The Parents’ Association performs an essential
role in the school and we encourage more parents to get involved.
- Headmistress, Mrs Megom

Fun day results:
House points (combination money made and judging of the stalls)
Dryads – 1st
Oreads – 2nd
Nereids – 3rd
Alseids – 4th
Hesperides – 5th
Pleaides – 6th
Class winners:
Gr 9 Dryads – 1st
Gr 10 Nereids – 2nd
Gr 9 Oreads – 3rd
Dear Parents,
This year you can help us raise much-needed funds to support our school. The best part? It won't cost you
a cent!

How does MySchool MyVillage MyPlanet work?
1. Join the community to get a virtual or physical card (below).
2. Select the school or cause you want to raise funds for.
3. Shop at partner stores and swipe your card. Partners give back a percentage of what you spend via
MySchool - at no cost to you!

Join today.
Find your MySchool partners: Start shopping to make a difference!
Find all the local and online stores that accept your MySchool MyVillage MyPlanet card here:
https://www.myschool.co.za/partners/partner-search/ or on the mobile app

Thank you for making a difference. Here is a link to the MySchool Card Application Form which can also be
found on our d6 under Resources.
https://downloads.d6communicator.com/downloads/resources/277_resource_622ede8520844969698294
.pdf?1647238790

THE SCHOOL ACCEPTS
OUTSIDE ADVERTISEMENTS. WE
ARE UNABLE TO TAKE
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE
NATURE AND QUALITY OF THE
SERVICES OFFERED

