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General News
SCHOOL DISCIPLINE
We have been dealing with a number of disciplinary incidents over the past couple of weeks, including
smoking/vaping, assault, theft and bullying with serious sanctions being metered out. We take all these
acts extremely seriously and all learners are warned that if you are found guilty of any of these or other
Code of Conduct transgressions, the consequences could be very serious, including possible
expulsion from school. We would really like to encourage girls to report on incidents they know about
so that we can deal with them before they become serious. We will not allow a small number of girls to
make the lives of the majority difficult and this is a warning and an appeal to all learners to the right
thing all the time, whether that is reporting on or abstaining from participating in negative behaviour.
SCHOOL VALUES
In 2019, and as part of the School’s as Moral Communities Project and in a bid to relook at the school
culture, we started a process of relooking at the school values. We had been through a voting process
and had established a short list of values, when Covid hit and halted the process. Over the past couple
of weeks, we have picked up the process, and the girls and staff had the opportunity to revote for the
short list of values previously voted for. About 86% of the eligible voters (Grade 8s – 11s and staff) did
vote which is excellent and implies buy-in from the school community. The top 5 came out as
overwhelming favourites amongst the learners and staff and have therefore been accepted as the new
school values going forward:

Respect, Inclusion, Kindness, Honesty and integrity
and Accountability
Over the course of 2022 we will spend time unpacking these values and defining them so that
everyone has a good understanding of what they mean and how these values can be lived in everyday
life, both in and outside of school. The plan is to infuse these values into everything we do, from
academics to disciplinary actions to extracurricular activities, and beyond.
Any learners, staff or parents/guardians who would like to be involved in this exciting process should
listen out for the announcements about the ‘Schools as Moral Communities’ Meetings and feel free to
attend.

VACCINES (Children aged 12 – 17)
The vaccine programme has opened up for children between the ages of
12 -17 and, as a school, we would like to encourage parents/guardians to
allow the girls to get vaccinated. While we are not forcing anyone to get
vaccinated, we are very mindful of the fact that this is the only way we are
going to get back to any kind of regular, normal schooling, including
bringing back gatherings such as assemblies and various functions, which
will be our intention from next year.

Online schooling is not something that will be perpetuated into the future, as we have realised that
being at school is definitely in the best interests of all learners. The best way to do this is to achieve
some sort of herd immunity amongst our school community.
We may be able to organise for a pop-up vaccination site at school, but this would only be viable if
there is enough interest. Should this be something that would be supported, we would try to organise
after the exams have been completed and it would be open to learners, parents and other community
members. Please complete the survey in the attached link, so that we can get an idea of how many
learners have already been vaccinated and whether there would be enough interest in the pop-up
vaccination site to make it an option.

https://bit.ly/2ZXQPsy

2022 RE-REGISTRATION
All parents/guardians are expected to have completed the online re-registration
form to ensure your daughter/ward has secured her place for 2022. This should
have been done by Friday, 5 November. If you have not completed this form,
please do so immediately using the link below, as we are going to start allocating
spaces to leaners on the waiting list. This applied to all grades.

https://bit.ly/3mboY0P

PA STATIONERY INITIATIVE
Our PA’s new fundraising initiative this year is selling
stationery packs to all grades. The PA has sourced
branded stationery at a reduced cost. For 2022 you can
purchase all your stationery in a safe and convenient
manner. Just do an EFT or pay at Finance (ALLXS,
debit/credit cards only) and collect your pack a few days
later. Orders can be placed from 1 November 2021. We
look forward to your support. For any queries please
contact Kumarie, 082 577 3126
Please see D6 for the order forms. Every order over R300 will stand a chance to win a stationery
hamper!

Dates to Diarise

10/11
12-13/11
15/11
15/11
15/11
16/11
02/12
02/12
03/12
06/12
07/12
15/12
15/12
10/01
12/01

Grade 10-11 exams start
PA Christmas Market
Grade 8-9 exams start
Old Parks Association Meeting
Uniform Shop closed until Term 1
SGB Function
Health and Safety Meeting
Grade 8 – 11 exams end
Grade 12 exams end
Grade 9 and 11 exam review
Grade 8 and 10 exam review
Term 4 ends
Issue Reports for Grades 8 – 11
Term 1 starts (staff)
Term 1 starts (learners)

The End Year Exam Timetable has been uploaded on our d6
under Resources – Academics and on our school website
under Downloads.

PHSG UNIFORM SHOP
Please note the Uniform Shop will be closed from Monday, 15 November 2021.
It will reopen in 2022 with the following hours:
MONDAYS: 1st break (10:40 – 11:05)
Learners only

TUESDAYS: 1st break (10:45 – 11:10)
Learners only

WEDNESDAYS: 14:30 – 15:00
Learners and parents

THURSDAYS: 1st break (10:40 – 11:05)
Learners only

If you require assistance, please contact Mrs Forrester in the Finance Office (011 593 5946).

PARKTOWN APRONS FOR SALE
Aprons for sale for R130. Black or white
with the embroidered Parktown Star.
Aprons can be purchased from the
Uniform Shop.

SANBS PEER PROMOTER
Report from Nomfundo Zikalala, peer promoter 2021
Being a peer promoter for the SANBS blood drive has been a pleasant experience. A peer promoter
does not only promote the blood drive, but a lot is learned about the blood types, the different
components of the blood and being aware of the low blood stocks in the country. I started donating
blood this year. At first I was a bit hesitant because of my fear of needles however I got used to the
pain and seeing my blood being drawn out. I'm glad I chose to become a promoter since it is a service
to humanity – just as donating blood is. You have the power to save three people’s lives when you
donate.
I would like to thank Ms. Jurgens for coordinating the
drive during the year and for guiding the peer
promoters. To my fellow peer promoters: Christine,
Minentle and Phillisa, I would like to thank you for your
dedication to the cause. Anyone can become a
promoter; you do not have to have background
knowledge, just a passion and commitment to this act
of service. So the next time you see the blood drive
posters around the school think about the patient who
is on the hospital bed in need of a blood transfusion in
order to stay alive. Your blood saves lives.

Cultural News
DEBATING
The following girls have been selected for the Gauteng Senior
Debating team:
Aaliyah Cassim, Michaela Smith, Christina Vaudran, Tiger-Anne
Cupido
The following girls have been selected for the Gauteng Junior
Debating team:
Laura Helling and Keketso Smith
This is a remarkable achievement as these positions are reserved for the top 20 speakers (per
division) in the province. These girls will be attending intense training for the next few weeks in
preparation for the National Debating Tournament in December.
The school is very proud of these girls and we wish them all the best!

Sport News
Congratulations to Cyd Paton Levin and Ashlyn Hayter who attended the Gauteng Diving Champs in
the Girls 16 Years Elite section, on Saturday, 30 November at Roedean School. Well done to both
divers for competing at this very high level. Ashleigh narrowly
missed out on Gauteng selection by a few points and Cyd was
selected for the U16 Gauteng Diving Team.
Ashlyn will, however, be competing at the National Age Group
Diving Competition in Durban in December.
Ashlyn Hayter, left and Cyd Paton Levin on the right

Congratulations to the following girls who have been selected for provincial water polo teams. This is a
fantastic achievement. This is a record for Parktown Water Polo, having 9 players representing at a
provincial level. Well done girls.
U15 B Central Gauteng Team
U14 Eastern Gauteng Team
U15 Eastern Gauteng Team

U19 Eastern Gauteng Team

Cameron Brook
Emily Townley
Katie Townley
Alayna Badat
Jessica Knox
Abigail Dickerson (non-traveling reserve)
Jessica Klaaren (non-traveling reserve)
Leeya Kernick
Sarah Harrison

CANOEING
Canoeing will be wrapping up for the year on a high with a new energetic coach who has made a huge
difference in how Canoeing is running at Emmerentia Dam. We are very pleased to welcome Coach
Russell to the Parktown family. We look forward to new energy and spirit growing into next year and
hopefully a few girls participating at SA Schools Champs.

Thanks to Mr Metcalffe, Miss McAlpine, and Mrs
Tweedy for looking after Canoeing and making
sure that our girls get to and from the dam safely.

Right: Sherona Gower
(Photos by Fatima Zahra Wadee of the photography club)

CROSS COUNTRY
Cross Country has been going strong in the mornings and afternoons throughout the year. The last
Tuesday Time Trial was on 2 October. This has been a wonderful addition to the Cross Country
programme and has seen many new girls getting involved. A huge thank you to Mrs Hayter and her
team of staff and coaches who have made this year’s Cross
Country such a success.
INTER HOUSE CROSS COUNTRY
On Wednesday, 27 October, we had Inter-House Cross
Country which always proves to be a festive fun event. Every
learner in the school gets involved in walking or running, and
earns points for their house. Well done to Oreads who took 1st
place. Thank you to Mrs Hayter and Mr McArthur for making
this event possible and the results are as follows:
Position
1st
2nd
3rd
4th
5th
6th

House
Oreads
Pleiades
Hesperides
Alseids
Dryads
Nereids

Total points
481
479
460
429
424
411

DIVING
Our Divers have been training hard in preparation for the Term 1 season in 2022. Perfecting old dives
and learning new ones takes constant focus and dedication. A huge thank you to Miss Sekhwela who
is the Diving TIC and our coaches Mrs Hammond and old girl Coach Amanda. Diving would not be
possible without their organisation and effort.
Please note that there will be some Diving practices during exams; these are not compulsory but are
there for any divers who would like to attend. Please talk to Miss Sekhwela for more information.

SOFTBALL
Softball is coming to an end after a full 2 terms of laughter and team spirit. The Softball girls did not
play any matches against other schools but definitely still had great fun with their internal tournament
and honing in on their skills. Thank you to Mrs Davidson and her team of teachers, and to Coach
Shaun who has made every practice such fun.

Photos by Alexandra de Gouveia from the Photography Club

SOLE SURVIVORS
Sole Survivors is a place where all feel welcome and learners get a chance to get some blood flowing
while enjoying a catch-up with a friend or learning new things about the area. The campaign to
educate people in the Zoo Lake area on how bread is bad for the ducks and geese that reside there,
seems to have made an impact. Huge thanks to Ms Jurgens and Mrs Tweedy for their enthusiasm and
effort to make Soul Survivors such a great sporting club.

Photo’s by
Saskia
Sigamoney
from the
Photography
Club

SOLE SURVIVORS LAST WALK FOR 2021!
We have decided that it would best be described by an
Afrikaans Haiku poem written by the group:
‘Sole Survivors looi,
Westcliffe trappe, pers getooi
Asemrowend mooi!’
Happy studying Sole Survivors! Good luck in your exams.

SWIMMING
Our Swimming Team participated in a friendly gala hosted at St Andrew’s High School on Tuesday, 26
October. The swimmers did well and enjoyed being able to swim at a different gala venue for the first
time this year. Thanks must go to Miss Whyte and Coach Terence for all the motivation, early
mornings, and constant energy on the side of the pool. Swimming will continue with 2 practices on
Tuesday and Thursday throughout exams; this is not
compulsory but good for the girls to keep some fitness
for the season that will start in the first week of 2022
with a gala.
Left: Bonolo
Matshe

Right:
Jemma Kelly

SQUASH
Our Squash girls have not played any matches this year against
other schools, however, are busy preparing for the league that
will start in Term 1 2022. With much excitement to be back on
the courts, we are excited to see them blossom once the
competitive juices start to flow.
Thank you to Mrs Patel, Mrs Richardson, and Coach Ray for
keeping Squash an exciting and fun sport to play.

Photo’s by
Skye
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Photography
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TABLE TENNIS
Our latest addition to the sports programme is Table Tennis which started at the beginning of the term
after a donation of equipment. The girls have had such fun learning this new activity while having a
good time and listening to music. Thank you to Mrs Maneli for taking this new club on and for coming
up with exciting ideas on how it can grow and develop.

TENNIS
On Tuesday, 26 October, we hosted the Junior Inter-High Tennis. The structure was slightly different
this year to reduce the number of players moving around to different venues for Covid-19 reasons.
This meant that all the teams that played at a venue stayed there for the whole day and that it was
played in an afternoon instead of a full Saturday.
Our Junior tennis girls played
their socks off and received
medals for placing 2nd overall.
Their doubles skills have
improved so much this year and
it is very clear that the partners
have fun on the court together,
a perfect recipe for winning.
Thanks must go to Miss
Gibbons and Coach Nicky for
their time and energy in
ensuring our Tennis girls have
fun but also work hard.

From left: Onwaba Santi, Mahlatse Tegan Dlamini, Erin Hurly and Diyaanah Essay

TOUCH RUGBY
Our Touch Rugby teams have been very busy with league matches and training very hard. On 22
October we played another round of league matches at Zoo Lake Sports Club. Our teams had another
great week; well done to all the players.
Parktown Team
Parktown U14 Team
Parktown U16 Team
Parktown 1st Team

Opposition
Parktown U15 Team
King David G U17
Reddam Bedfordview U17

Score
2–8
Won 5 – 2
Won 5 – 1

Thanks must go to Mrs Wilson and her team of staff and the coaches for all their energy and endless
effort in making Touch Rugby fun and making sure everyone learns something new.

U14 Touch Rugby training. Photo by
Maseeha from the Photography Club

WATER POLO
Our Water Polo team have had a very busy fourth
term. Our Junior Team did very well at their first
tournament at Roedean. They had some very tough
matches but learned so much along the way. They
placed 15th overall.
Bontle Semela

Our First Team played in the St Stithians
Tournament and had a great weekend in the pool,
placing 4th overall against some very tough schools.
On Saturday, 30 October, we hosted an Old Girls
Water Polo match. This was a great way to end the
year with some fun. Our First Team took on a team
of old girls from a number of years. Some of the old
girls had not played water polo since they were in Matric, but it didn’t take too long for them to get back
into it. The old girl's team kept their winning reign
by narrowly taking the lead in the last chukka after
the first team had put away a few goals in the 1st
chukka. It was wonderful to have parents
supporting and prego rolls on sale on a lovely
summer's day.
Thanks must go to Miss Malcolm, Miss Doust,
Coach Alex and old girl Coach Shannon who have
done a great job this term in keeping our players
focused on improving and working hard over many
hours in the pool.
Cameron Brook

YOGA
Yoga has been a steady, constant, reliable place for
learners to exercise physically and mental relaxation.
These sessions are extremely valuable and for the
learners to take a minute to gather themselves. This
is only possible with Mrs Meyer’s dedication and
commitment; thank you for your time and
enthusiasm.

Photo’s taken by Amaani from the Photography
Club

PARKTOWN NEON NIGHT RUN
For the first time, we hosted a Night Run in effort to raise money for the school sports programme. A
fantastic team effort and lots of planning resulted in a very successful, spirited evening where families
from all over joined in the fun.
Our Community Service ladies took centre stage as they volunteered to assist on the evening doing
marshalling, face painting, and lap painting. They cheered on runners and walkers with such
enthusiasm and spirit. Thank you to all the staff and parents who made this evening possible and most
of all to all that supported the event by purchasing a ticket and joining in the fun. It is with great
excitement that we can announce that R14 000 was raised for the school sports programme.

Community Service
girls ready to
marshal for the
evening

Prizes were handed out to the top 3 runners for both races as well as to the best dressed.
1st Place 8km
Lika Strydom
2nd Place 8km
Alister Barker
3rd Place 8km
Jade Freeman
st
1 Place 5km
Kevana Naidoo
2nd Place 5km
Andrew Watt
3rd Place 5km
Mziwakhe Nkosi
Best Dressed
Matthew Goatcher
Amber Schoefield
Fastest staff member
Mrs Strydom
Best dressed staff member
Miss Engelbrecht

The first group of 8km runners set off from the start

The 5km runners getting ready to start their race

The diving girls running in their costumes

THANK YOU

A big thank you to It’s Mine Labels who have kindly printed some Parktown stickers for us free of
charge. They will come in handy making sure the heavy-duty sports equipment is labelled well.

Parents’ Association News
Parktown High School for Girls will be transformed into a
magical open air Christmas Market. Under our flowering
jacaranda trees and beautiful terraces, we have created a
festive market where friends and family can enjoy
shopping at over 80 carefully selected stalls.
There is something for everyone. We have a selection of
beautifully crafted bags, accessories, and clothing,
jewellery, and scarves. Stylish linens, home décor,
bespoke stationery as well as handcrafted Christmas
decorations, cakes and cookies and stocking fillers.

Grab a bite at one of our many delicious food
stalls… Or relax in our beer, wine, gin and
champagne bar.
Little ones can be kept busy at the “North
Pole” where they can enjoy arts & crafts,
carnival games or bounce around in the play
area. Mrs Claus will keep them entertained in
her kitchen with icing gingerbread men and
our fun food area is a definite must.
Enjoy our local primary schools when they
entertain us singing Christmas Carols.
Don’t miss out on this fabulous event or a
chance to take your photo with Santa!

