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General News
PARKTOWN TURNS 98
Friday, 3 September marked the school’s 98th birthday and to celebrate this important occasion the
Grade 11’s outdid themselves by hosting a wonderful, Covid-friendly, Potted Sports Day. In addition to
celebrating the school’s birthday, this day also marks the end of Grade 11 fundraising initiative for
Nkosi’s Haven, their chosen charity. The day started with a pre-recorded birthday address by Mrs
Megom, followed by a birthday message and the birthday cards from each of the six houses. We then
watched the Grade 11 play, also pre-recorded, which revealed the Potted Sports Theme, ‘Escape from
Reality’, which allowed us all to immerse ourselves in our favourite fictional characters in fictional
worlds and take a break from the stress of our current situation, and their beautiful T-Shirt design. The
girls were then allowed to go out and enjoy the market run by the Grade 11s, where we got to enjoy
some delicious food and play some games. To reduce the numbers at the market, the grades were
rotated, in grades, between the market and performing their inter-class dance (a huge thanks to the LO
Department for making this possible). This was such a happy day at school, and it was wonderful to
see the learners and staff enjoying themselves and having some fun. A huge thank you must go out to
the Potted Sports Committee, the Grade 11s and Miss Halley and Miss Haus for all the hard work and
effort that went into organising this important event in the school’s calendar; you did an incredible job
despite the difficult circumstances, and we are all very proud of you.

A birthday message from Class of ‘79

BEST OF JOBURG VOTING
The Best of Joburg voting has opened. Please find the section for best High School in Joburg below.
The entire ‘kids’ section needs to be completed before it can be submitted. Please get as many people
as possible to vote.
https://sandtonchronicle.co.za/best-of-content/kids/
SGB COMMUNICATION
By Muhammad Choonara
In an effort to have provide parents with more frequent updates on matters related to the school and
SGB, the SGB will be providing a quarterly update to parents. This is the first of these comms and we
certainly hope that our parents, staff and learners will find it informative.
On behalf of the newly elected SGB, we would like to thank the parents of Parktown Girls for entrusting
us with this task. We’ve met 3 times since the SGB elections, with a formal handover taking place. We
would like to place on record our appreciation to the outgoing SGB for their commitment to our school
and for leaving the new SGB with a strong base for us to build upon.
The newly elected SGB has been hard at work on several initiatives, including collaborating and
documenting the mandatory School Development Plan (SDP). This SDP plan is important as it sets the
basis for the core objectives the school and the SGB will need to work on for the next 3 years to keep
Parktown Girls as one of the most sought after schools. Where possible, we will adopt previous SDP
actions and work on delivering these for the benefit of our learners, parents and staff.
The finance committee have been working on the school finances and the formulation of the 2022
budget. The work of the finance committee has a significant impact on not only the direct finances of
the school but the overall school community. As a fee paying school and a public school we rely
heavily on the work of the finance committee. We also rely heavily on our parents/wards paying school
fees. A big thank you to all of our parents playing their part in keeping our school as a school of choice
by paying their fees. We understand that these are trying times for many but we appreciate the fee
payments. We simply cannot function as a school without school fee payments.
From a COVID perspective - 2020 and 2021 have been unprecedented years for the entire world.
Never would we have imagined a world with lockdowns and a global pandemic. The challenges

associated with this pandemic have put enormous strain on the education sector and society as a
whole.
At Parktown Girls, we have been very fortunate to have amazing staff and the commitment from our
learners and parents. This commitment resulted in teaching going ahead either online or in class. The
School Management Team together with all the staff have gone the extra mile to assist our children to
make this process as simple and effective as possible.
While we appreciate that these are extraordinary times, Mrs Megom and her team are concerned
about the high levels of absenteeism and late-coming. These two factors may seem small but in reality
they place added pressure on our teachers who are trying to complete the syllabus and to work with
minimal disruption. We encourage parents to work with the school to a) get our girls to school and b)
get our girls to school on time.
As we come towards the tail end of the year we’d like to wish our Matriculants well for their prelims.
Continue to shine; continue to make yourselves, your parents and Parktown Girls proud. We believe in
you.
Finally, please look out for communication regarding the Annual General Meeting (AGM) to be held on
Tuesday, 19 October. This is an important meeting where decisions regarding our daughter’ education
is made. We will also present the school budget for the new financial year at the AGM. Times and the
procedures for the meeting will be confirmed by the school soon.
On behalf of the Parktown Girls’ SGB

SCHOOL DEVELOPMENT PLAN WORKSHOP
The SGB, together with some interested staff and learners, attended a very interactive and successful
workshop on Saturday, 28 August, to brainstorm ideas to guide the new three-year School
Development Plan. Additional, more streamlined and focused workshops will follow over the next few
months, to finalize the ideas and add action plans.

Dates to Diarise

06/08
08/09
10/09
10/09
19/09
23-25/09
24/09
27-28/09
28/09
30/09
01/10
11/10

Summer Uniform change-over
PA Meeting (to discuss Golf Day plans)
PA 13th Annual Golf Day at Parkview Golf Course
Grade 12 Prelims end
Parktown and Rockies Fun Run
RCL Camp
Heritage Day (Public Holiday)
House Plays
SGB Meeting
Night of Stars
Term 3 ends
Term 4 starts

Important Reminders!
AGM AND BUDGET MEETING
A reminder to all parents/guardians about the School AGM and Budget Meeting on Tuesday, 19
October. This is an extremely important meeting at which we will agree on the school fees for 2022.
We need a quorum of parents/guardians at this meeting and ask for support from as many
parents/guardians as possible. Details about the format for the evening will follow shortly.

FINANCE OFFICE HOURS
Our Finance Office is open daily between 7:30am - 3:30pm.
Learners may only consult with the Finance Office during the following
times:
 Before School (07:30 – 07:45)
 1st Break
 2nd Break
 After School

A reminder of the PA meeting taking place on Wednesday,
8 September, for all those who volunteered to help at the Golf
Day. We will be meeting in the Pavilion at 6pm. Thank you.

UNIFORM SHOP – PLEASE NOTE
Please note the Uniform Shop will be closed on Tuesday, 14 September. Thank you for your
understanding.

Sport News
CONGRATULATIONS
Congratulations to Tashriq Elmedany and
Aaliyah Abraham who have been selected for an
U18 Team that will be participating in the Engine
Soccer Tournament.

A message from our Director of Sport, Mrs McCreesh…
It has been wonderful to have sport up and running for the past two months. We are starting to find our
rhythm again and the learners are getting stronger every day. Soccer matches have started, and
although these are friendlies it is great to get back into the competitive spirit. Softball are continuing
their training sessions despite no matches being planned for the foreseeable future due to the league
being cancelled due to Covid-19.
Tennis matches will start from 7 September and our Netball and Hockey 5’s League kicks off on
10 September 2021. Our Canoeing paddlers are back at the dam with some new coaches who have
brought new energy and focus to the training sessions.
The new route for the Cross-Country Time Trial is challenging but our runners are doing a great job at
pushing themselves physically and mentally.

Cross-Country Time Trial

Our Swimmers and Water Polo players
have been training in the Linden Public
Pool for two weeks which has made a
huge difference to their preparation for
the upcoming seasons. We are grateful
for the Linden Pool’s accommodation and
assistance.
All upcoming fixtures have been
uploaded to the calendar on the D6
Communicator. As any changes occur I
will update them on the D6 as soon as
possible.
Unfortunately, due to government
regulations, spectators are still not
allowed at any school sporting events. We do hope that this will change soon so that family members
can come and support their daughters/wards.

TABLE TENNIS
We are very excited about a new club that we will be starting at Parktown High School for Girls. Table
Tennis will have an official opening on Wednesday, 8 September 2021. Table Tennis has been added
to the Extra-Mural timetable. Any interested
learners can sign up for the club with Mrs
McCreesh.
This would not be possible without the
donation of all the equipment by Mr Asmal. He
has supplied the school with a brand-new
table and net, lots of balls and new bats. This
is very generous and we are sure that the
Parktown learners will get great enjoyment out
of this new club.

The Sport Corner
Brought to you by the Sport Portfolio, written by Erin Helling
In this week's edition of the sport corner.... read all about the joy that sport has been
giving our Parktown athletes.
Netball practices have been continuing much to the delight of Lisa Sibanda, "Netball is not only one of the things that
keeps me sane when I'm at school but it's also my favourite sport. So when we were told practices would resume, I
was so happy. I might not show it at all times but I feel like I'm on top of the world when I play netball. My goals would
be to firstly, play well at the upcoming fast five tournaments, and secondly, I would love it if I made the first team for
the upcoming netball season. My last goal is to maintain my passion for netball until the very end as it really has taken
me far, especially regarding my fitness and mental health."
The bats are swinging again at softball and the players are thrilled to be back in action. "It’s good to be back playing
softball and having a fun time with my team mates while still learning the techniques of the game and growing as an
individual player", said Megan Theron. The softball captain, Taaliah Sulaman also said the following, "Being back on

the field for training has me very excited for the future of softball at Parktown. With fresh new faces and some amazing
talent, I have no doubt that this group of girls will continue to grow into amazing players. Though I’m very sad that my
Parktown softball career is almost over I won’t forget the amazing people I have met and I’m proud to call them my
family."
It has been 7 months since the Grade 8's joined our sporting family. Watching them grow in their sport and as
individuals has been very heart-warming. We asked two Grade 8's about their journey so far and we hope their
responses make you smile.
"7 months ago, I didn't think I would be playing tennis with wonderful ladies beside me. I may not be in the team, but I
am proud that I could be in the intermediate level of playing tennis. This has made me realize to never give up on what
I want to achieve and maintain patience to reach my goals. Playing tennis is like connecting with my inner spirit. And
for me, the sky's the limit." - Khanyisile Ntutela
"7 months ago, when I started Grade 8 I joined tennis for fun and now I’m on the team. I also made the cross country
team and have learnt so much from all my teammates and I cherish each and every moment we have together. I can’t
wait for many more awesome years ahead." - Tegan Mahlatse Dlamini.
Women's Month may be over but honouring women in sport is a non-stop celebration and we hope you continue to
enjoy the quotes from our athletes.

Spin on Sport
Squash is a unique sport where players use a squash racket and a small black ball to play on a squash court. A
squash court is indoors and consists
of 4 walls that have lines drawn on
them. These lines restrict where the
ball can go which makes for a fun and
challenging game. The squash balls
have different colour dots on them to
represent the different strengths of
the ball and as you get better. The
colour of the dot changes to indicate
an increase in the strength of the ball.
Squash is a competitive sport that
tests your fitness levels and teaches
you to make decisions quickly. It’s a
great way to relieve stress and get fit.
Anyone can join and learn “indoor
tennis” as some might say. It’s an all
year round sport so come join us on
the courts and let’s have fun!
Please note that this picture above was taken prior to Covid.

Parents’ Association News
The PA are still needing volunteers to help with Golf Day which
takes place on Friday, 10 September, at the Parkview Golf Course.
Please contact Kumarie on 082 577 3126, if you are able to assist.
Please note: You do not need to know anything about golf to assist at the golf day and it is a really fun
way to meet other parents and assist the school at the same time.

THE SCHOOL ACCEPTS OUTSIDE ADVERTISEMENTS. WE ARE UNABLE TO TAKE
RESPONSIBILITY FOR THE NATURE AND QUALITY OF THE SERVICES OFFERED
Parktown High School for Girls has partnered with Rockies Running Club for the past 2 years. The plan was for our
Fun Run to merge with the Rockies Gerald Fox Memorial Race but unfortunately due to Covid it has become more of
a virtual race for now. There is the option of a 5km route around the zoo for those who want to in person with a group.
Parktown get a donation from the entries and encourage all to get involved.
Enter at entryninja.com:
https://www.entryninja.com/events/76865-rockies-and-discovery-vitality

